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925 June 7, 1912 

JAPAN. 

Kohe— Plague on Vessel from Hongkong. 

Surg. Irwin at Yokohama reports, May 13: The steamship Panama 
Maru was detained at quarantine at Kobe May 8, a case of plague 
having been found among the steerage passengers. The vessel had 
just arrived from Hongkong. 

MEXICO. 

Typhus Fever. 

At Aguascalientes, Consul Schmutz reports the occurrence of 1 
death from typhus fever during the week ended April 28, and 3 
deaths during the week ended May 12, 1912. 

At Mexico City, Consul General Shanklin reports as follows : Week 
ended March 23, 49 cases of typhus fever with 22 deaths;" week ended 
March 30, 69 cases with 11 deaths; week ended April 6, 39 cases with 
8 deaths; week ended April 13, 49 cases with 10 deaths; week ended 
April 20, 51 cases with 12 deaths. 

Puerto Mexico— Further Relative to Yellow Fever, i 

Acting Asst. Surg. Thompson reports that the patient whose death 
from yellow fever was reported May 25 left San Juan Bautista, 
Tabasco, May 10, for Frontera, became ill May 14 at Frontera, left 
Frontera May 18, and arrived May 19 at Puerto Mexico on the steam- 
ship Tabasco. The diagnosis of yellow fever was confirmed by 
autopsy. 

NEW ZEALAND. 
Auckland— Examination of Rats. 

The following information was received from the department of 
health of New Zealand: During the month of March, 1912, 541 rats 
were examined at Auckland for plague infection. No plague-infected 
rat was found. 

The last plague-infected rat was found May 31, 1911. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Manila— Quarantine against Chinese ports— Vaccination of crews. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports April 25 : 

PLAGUE. 

Since the report for the week ended April 6, 2 no new developments 
have occurred in the plague situation, except the increase of plague 
in Hongkong to 66 cases and 55 deaths for the week ended April 20. 
Since Hongkong is only from 48 to 72 hours' steaming distance from 
Manila, every possible precaution is necessary to prevent the intro- 
duction of the disease into the Philippines. No cases of plague devel- 
oped among the personnel of the steamer Zafiro, quarantined April 
6, and all were released at the completion of the detention, April 14. 

'Public Health Reports, May 31, 1912, p. 881. 

2 Public Health Reports, May 24, 1912. Page 820. 
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Further investigations and the completion of experiments by the 
bureau of science confirmed the original diagnosis of plague in the 
case from the Loongsang, and also in the case from the Zafiro. 

During the week 93 persons were in detention at the Mariveles 
Quarantine Station, serving their 7 days' quarantine. They were 
inspected daily. One suspect with a temperature of 41° was isolated 
April 20 and held under observation. 

QUARANTINE AGAINST AMOY. 

In view of the spread of plague along the China coast and its sharp 
increase, as well as the insidious nature of the disease, and the fact 
that steerage passengers from Hongkong would travel via Amoy from 
Hongkong to Manila to avoid the quarantine detention of 7 days at 
Mariveles, it was necessary to impose a quarantine at Mariveles on 
all steerage passengers arriving in the Philippines from Amoy. In 
accordance, a circular letter promulgating the order was issued April 
15, 1912, a copy of which follows: 

[Circular letter.] 

United States Treasury Department, 
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 
Office of the Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands, 

Manila, P. I., April 15, 191%. 

To the owners, agents, and masters of vessels and others .concerned. 

Gentlemen: In view of the presence and steady increase of plague on the China 
coast, I have the honor to state that, beginning this date, all steerage passengers, or 
those who ordinarily travel as such, coming from Amoy, will be quarantined at the 
Mariveles Quarantine Station for a period of seven days, unless the medical officer of 
the United States Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service at Amoy certifies that 
they have undergone such quarantine detention at that port before sailing. Masters 
of inward-bound vessels from Amoy should be instructed to call at Mariveles and 
leave such passengers, and be prepared to furnish them with the necessary food while 
they are undergoing the quarantine detention. 
Respectfully, 

Victor G. Heiser, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, Chief Quarantine 

Officer for the Philippine Islands. 

SMAIXPOX. 

Vaccination of all arriving persons from the China coast is being 
carried out. They are vaccinated on arrival, either on board after 
inspection, or later, whichever is most convenient. 

The vaccination of all members of crews of interisland vessels at 
ports of entry is made the subject of constant attention. Vessels, 
however, take new members of crews at small ports on their inter- 
island schedule. Recently a vessel embarked two new firemen from 
a vessel from Australia. They were Filipinos, and desired to work on 
a home boat. Within 16 days after employment on the local boat 
both developed smallpox. To reduce these occurrences to a mini- 
mum, and prevent quarantine of interisland boats on account of 
quarantinable diseases among the crews, a circular letter was issued 
calling the attention of the shipping firms and others to the necessity of 
having every member of the crews of vessels vaccinated, and making 
the owners of the vessel liable for the expense of quarantine caused by 
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unvaccinated members of the crew having smallpox. The circular 
follows : 

[Circular letter.) 

United States Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Office of the Chief Quarantine Officer 

for the Philippine Islands, 

Manila, P. I., April 9, 19U. 
To masters, owners, and agents of vessels, and others concerned. 

Gentlemen : In view of the fact that smallpox is again occurring among the crews 
of interisland vessels, attention is invited to the fact that this is caused by the officers 
of vessels disregarding the advice of this bureau by taking aboard new members of 
the crews who do not possess vaccination cards from the quarantine service. It has 
been the constant endeavor of this service to have every crew frequently vaccinated, 
and thus prevent the loss of time and expense of quarantine and disinfection. It is 
therefore urged that no new crews be employed every member of which does not 
possess a vaccination card. If a person applying for a position on an interisland 
vessel does not have a vaccination card, he should be sent to the quarantine office 
at once to be vaccinated before being allowed to go aboard. 

Your assistance and cooperation in this matter are necessary. The expense of 
disinfections of vessels due to failure to have crews vaccinated will hereafter be 
made a charge against the vessel. 

Respectfully, Victor G. Heiseh, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands, 

SENEGAL. 

Plague. 

The American consul at Sierra Leone reported, May 29, the pres- 
ence of plague in Senegal. 

TRIPOLI. 

Tripoli— Typhus Fever. 

Consul Wood reports the occurrence of 9 deaths from typhus fever 
during the week ended April 28, 1912. 

WEST INDIES. 
Grenada— Plague. 

Consular Agent Dean at Grenada reports the occurrence of a case 
of plague, May 2, in a person who arrived from Trinidad May 1 . The 

case ended fatally May 7. 

CHOLERA, YELLOW FEVER, PLAGUE, AND SMALLPOX. 

REPORTS RECEIVED DURING WEEK ENDED JUNE 7, 1912. 

[These tables include cases and deaths recorded in reports received by the Surgeon General, Public Health 
and Marine-Hospital Service, from American consuls through the Department of State, and from cither 
sources.) 

CHOLERA. 



Places. 


Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Remarks. 


India: 


Apr. 7-13 


s 


6 

6 

38 

56 

531 

21 






do 


6 
39 

65 
53 






Mar. 1-31 




Indo-China: 


Apr. 16-22 




Siam: 


Mar. 24- Apr. 20 . . . 
Apr. 9-15 




Turkey in Asia: 
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